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1. Name 



John G. Shedd Aquarian 



2. Location 



street & number 



1200 S. Lake Shore Drive 

Chicago 

Illinois 






3. Classification 



being considered 



X occupied 

unoccupied 

work in progress 

Accessible 

K yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 



educational 

entertainment 
government 



transportation 

X other: Recreation 



(Aquarium) 



4. Owner of Property 



Dr. William P. Braker, Director, Shedd Aquarian 



street & number 



1200 S. Lake Shore Drive 



Illinois 60605 



5. Location of Legal Description 



courthouse, registry ot deeds , « 



Recorder of Deeds 
Cook County Courthouse 
Chicago 



6. Representation in Existing Surveys 



John G. Shedd Aquarium: 

! Pr°1 •invmary £ i ffrmar y. _of_ Inf Q TTO3 ft O H 

Decanter 6, 1976 



is property been determined el igible? yes 

federal state c ounty ... 

depositary lor survey records Camtfarton on & 

. . Illinois 



Chicago 
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The entrance, which faces west toward Lake Shore Drive, leads into a central 
foyer in one of the four main wings of the building. To one side of the central 
hall are administrative offices. On the other is the octagonal Balanced Aquarium 
Room, decorated in the manner of an Oriental courtyard. It contains a special 
exhibit of tropical fish. In the center of the room is a kiosk containing seven 
large tanks; sixty-five smaller tanks line the walls. 

At the intersection of the four wings, under the tower, is an octagonal rotunda 
which originally contained a circular pool surrounded by a rock garden inhabited 
by small reptiles and amphibians. In 1970 the pool was replaced by a large 
coral reef tank in which various types of Caribbean sealife live, fed twice a 
day by divers. The six exhibition galleries that radiate from this room are in 
parallel pairs in the three wings, with exhibit tanks lining the outer edges of 
each gallery. The galleries are covered by low vaulted ceilings; skylights and 
artificial lights above the 200 display tanks illuminate the tanks while keeping 
the galleries dark enough for optimum viewing . Behind and between the galleries 
are work spaces and offices. Under the exhibition floor is the Aquatic Science 
Center built in a former mezzanine storage area and opened in 1975. It Includes 




The decorations of the building's interior 
animal forms. A clock hanging between the 
tures in place of numbers. Light fixtures 
sting rays, and there are standing lights 
resting on shafts of seaweed. Mosaics of fi£ 
Brass radiator grills and railings inside t 



derived from aquatic plant and 
r and the rotunda has sea crea- 
the walls are in the shape of 

decorate the walls at eye level, 
mtrance are made in the form of 
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nearby, it is a part of one of the world's great cultural complexes in which 
anyone may study the earth, the sky, and the seas. 
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JO UK - g"shedd* aquarium 



Reproduction of the architects' 
plan for the main floor of the 
Shedd Aquarium. (Shedd Aquarium 
Public Relations Department, 1985) 



